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Background 

The European Committee of the Regions (CoR) has always attached great importance to the development of an integrated urban agenda and was a very pro-active institutional actor throughout the entire discussion on the Urban Agenda for the EU and the Pact of Amsterdam adopted by the EU Ministers in charge of urban matters on 30 May 2016 in Amsterdam. 

Back-to-back with the ministerial meeting, the CoR organised the Forum on the EU Urban Agenda in Amsterdam where there was a general consensus about the fact that the adoption of the Pact of Amsterdam was not the end, but only the beginning of a continuous process of implementing the Urban Agenda. 

For that reason, the COTER commission endorsed a first "Follow-up Strategy on the Implementation of the Urban Agenda for the EU" on 29 September 2016[footnoteRef:2], in order to structure the main actions to be developed over the next year. To date, CoR members have been beneficiaries and at the core of every discussion on urban matters structured over the three following main pillars: better regulation, better funding and better knowledge.  [2:  	https://memportal.cor.europa.eu/Handlers/ViewDoc.ashx?doc=COR-2016-04284-00-01-TCD-TRA-EN.docx ] 


Against this background, the main goal of this memo is to present a second edition of a follow-up strategy and a roadmap (see appendix 1) to continue monitoring at political level the implementation of the Urban Agenda for the EU and to propose a roadmap of activities for the COTER commission. 

Governance of the Urban Agenda for the EU

The influence of the CoR in the governance of the Urban Agenda for the EU largely depends on its good interinstitutional relations with the rotating Presidencies of the Council and the European Commission, both leading the political process in this field. The CoR will continue to be very active in the context of the Urban Development Group (UDG) (working level), Director-General on Urban Matters meetings (attended by the CoR Secretary-General) as well as the informal ministerial meetings on Urban Matters (attended by the President). 

The Bulgarian Presidency is currently considering the main political priorities that it intends to give focus to in this field. It is envisaged that the Bulgarian presidency will include integrated urban development and territorial indicators as subjects to be looked at within the framework of sustainable urban strategies. The UDG meeting will take place on 2 March and the DGUM on 20 April 2018.

In 2018, the action plans related to the 4 pilot partnerships, called "Amsterdam Partnerships"[footnoteRef:3], will be implementing most of the agreed activities. On the other hand, the Directors-General meeting on Urban Matters on 20 April 2018 will adopt the action plans of the 4 "Bratislava partnerships"[footnoteRef:4].  [3:  	Inclusion of migrants and refugees; Air Quality; Urban Poverty and Affordable Housing ]  [4:  	Circular Economy; Urban mobility; Jobs and Skills in the local economy; Digital transition ] 


Finally, during the Austrian Presidency (second half of 2018), the Director-General on Urban Matters meeting will adopt the actions plans related to the recently launched 4 "Malta Partnerships"[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  	Sustainable Use of Land; Innovative and responsible public procurement; Climate of Adaptation; and Energy Transition ] 


The Urban partnerships are intended to be a key delivery mechanism of the Urban Agenda for the EU that involve Member States, EU institutions and urban authorities more closely in the preparation of the EU policy and legislation that affects them. 

The CoR will continue to closely monitor this process and contribute to the discussions. Moreover, it will aim to ensure that the CoR's opinions and resolutions reflect the results and concerns of the urban partnerships where relevant.

Key pillars of the Urban Agenda for the EU 

The Pact of Amsterdam established that the Urban Agenda for the EU, and the discussions of the partnerships, should focus especially on the following three pillars of EU policy making and implementation: better regulation, better funding and better cooperation. 

To ensure a proactive and constructive input in the implementation of the Urban Agenda through these 3 "better" pillars, the CoR has reinforced its cooperation with the following key actors: the European Investment Bank, particularly with the successful initiative to involve the CoR in promoting JASPERS; the "Europa Decentraal" organisation which has contributed to the CoR's work on better regulation; and the URBACT 6 programme aiming to strengthen the capacities and transfer knowledge between cities. 

Moreover, the CoR will continue to cooperate on actions proposed with the European associations most actively involved in the discussions on the Urban Agenda, such as EUROCITIES and the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR), the European Urban Knowledge Network European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EUKN EGTC), as well as relevant international organisations in the UN framework (UNDP and UN HABITAT). 

· Better Regulation: 

The CoR has promoted and carried out territorial and urban impact assessments for several years with the aim of contributing towards simpler and more efficient EU legislation. As most Europeans live in cities, action is needed to produce legislation that takes into account the needs and unique characteristics of EU regions and cities. The CoR intends to promote the further use of Urban Impact Assessments in cooperation with the European Commission and will look into identifying suitable files linked to the 12 thematic partnerships to contribute to this process. 

In addition, since the EC's better regulation initiative is closely linked to the REFIT platform, the CoR will continue to collaborate closely with the co-reporter for Regional Policy, the"Europa Decentraal" research organisation, in order to ensure the political impact of this organisation in the urban partnerships.

· Better Funding: 

It is a fact that many European urban authorities have numerous problems in accessing European funding information due to the high fragmentation of funding. Existing financing sources need to be better tailored to cityies' needs. For that reason, the European Commission jointly with the European Investment Bank will launch a new "one stop shop for city investments" over the first quarter of 2018. 

The European Investment Bank is making a funding screening within the 12 urban partnerships and will also host this new one-stop-shop at the European Advisory Investments Hub called "URBIS". In particular, the advisory services of the EIB/JASPERS will be involved. 

Based on the excellent experience of the local events organised over 2017, the CoR will promote new dissemination activities on the ground jointly with the COTER members and within the framework of the "Reflecting on Europe" initiative. In addition to that, the promotion of synergies with the activities organised by the Urban Development Network of the European Commission, will allow the CoR to foster links between the urban authority managers of sustainable urban development funds with the capacity building services provided by the European Investment Bank.

· Better Cooperation/Better Knowledge: 

One key element of the Urban Agenda for the EU is the promotion of knowledge exchange between cities and with policy makers representing all levels of government in Europe. It is important to implement knowledge-sharing and inter-city cooperation in order to promote the effective exchange of best practices. Exchanging knowledge can help to minimise the administrative burden and to find more cost effective ways of policy implementation. 

The European Committee of the Regions (CoR) has regularly called for European Union support and a systematic involvement of regions, all kind of cities and towns in European initiatives, programmes and forums, in order to foster smart solutions to common challenges. 

Monitoring the implementation of the Urban Agenda for the EU and the New UN/Urban Agenda 

The CoR will continue to underline the importance of ensuring that the Urban Agenda is included in the Commission annual work programmes, and that the rotating Presidencies of the Council will report on the development of the whole agenda. The COTER secretariat will explore the feasibility of organising annual joint activities with the European Parliament REGI Committee and the urban intergroup to strengthen cooperation on this topic as well.

The European Commission presented a report to the Council on the implementation of the Urban Agenda for the EU on 20 November 2017. The own-initiative opinion with Kieran McCarthy (IE/EA) as rapporteur, will allow the CoR to react to this report within the discussion of the urban dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The 2030 Agenda covers both external and internal actions. Concerning the monitoring of internal dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), the EU has already started implementing the goal 11 titled "Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable". This target represents the urban-related dimension and it is implemented through the New UN Urban Agenda adopted in Quito in October 2016. 

By 2018, the European Commission will elaborate an implementation strategy outlining timelines, objectives and concrete measures to reflect on the 2030 agenda in all relevant policies. In addition, the European Commission is asked to do impact assessments as regards the mainstreaming of the 2030 agenda and its use of the SDGs as guiding principles for the post 2020 EU policies. In this respect, the CoR could carry out an Urban Impact Assessment on the 2030 Agenda to contribute towards this process, focused on spatial planning and governance, complementing the request of the Ministers on that matter. A study with the localisation of targets linked to these urban aspects of the Sustainable Development Goals and the EU policy framework could frame the impact assessment exercise. 

On 22 May 2017, the European Commission adopted a decision on setting up the high-level multi-stakeholder platform[footnoteRef:6] on the implementation of the SDGs in the EU. The platform will be chaired by the European Commission's First Vice-President, Frans Timmermans. The CoR will be represented on the platform and a management group on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and further synergies with the consultative work of the Committee should be reached.  [6:  	https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/sustainable-development-goals/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-multi-stakeholder-platform_en ] 



*

*	*



Appendix 1: Proposal for an Action Plan: CoR contribution to the implementation of
the Urban Agenda for the EU

1. Governance of the Urban Agenda for the EU: 

· The CoR will continue with its active participation at the UDG, DG and Informal Ministerial meetings. 

· The CoR will promote the participation of CoR member rapporteurs as potential invited experts to the relevant discussions of each Urban Partnership, as well as the synergies between the partnerships and the discussions at CoR Commission level. 

· The CoR will continue to closely follow the content of the new actions plans of the Urban Partnerships to be adopted by the Director Generals on Urban Matters over 2018. 

Key pillars of the Urban Agenda for the EU: 

Better regulation: 

· The CoR will promote the further use of Urban Impact Assessments to reinforce the mainstreaming of the urban dimension in EU policy making and will look into identifying suitable files to contribute to this process. 

· The CoR will collaborate closely with "Europa Decentraal", co-reporter for Regional Policy within the REFIT platform, in order to assure the political impact of a pilot phase involvement of this organisation in the urban partnerships.

Better funding: 

· The CoR intends to collaborate with the European Commission and the European Investment Bank within the framework of a new "Urban Investment and Advisory Platform/URBIS" over the first quarter of 2018. 

· The CoR will promote new dissemination activities on the ground jointly with the CoR members and fostering synergies with the activities organised by the Urban Development Network of the European Commission. 

Better cooperation: 

· Cooperation with regard to specific research activities dealing with urban matters could be envisaged with ESPON and the Joint Research Centre. 

· The CoR will seek to support the promotion of synergies with the urban partnerships in order to disseminate best practices and expected results as well as projects funded by the URBACT and Urban Innovative Actions programmes. 

Monitoring and evaluation of the Urban Agenda for the EU:

· The CoR could host a new edition of the urban coordinators meeting organised by the European Commission, involving the CoR's COTER commission and the European Parliament's REGI committee to enable COTER and REGI members to discuss on the progress achieved on the Urban Agenda for the EU. 

· The CoR could support the raising of awareness on the progress achieved within the framework of the 8th Direct dialogue between the EU Capital Mayors and the European Commission in Ljubljana (2018). 

· The CoR could carry out in cooperation with the European Commission an Urban Impact Assessment on the internal implementation of the 2030 Agenda focused on spatial planning and governance within EU policies and legislation.

· The CoR can support the work undertaken by the European Commission concerning the implementation of the SDG 11 and the New Urban Agenda. A study with the localisation of targets linked to these urban aspects of the Sustainable Development Goals and the EU policy framework could frame the urban impact assessment exercise. This could provide valuable input to the first EU report on the internal and external implementation of the 2030 Agenda by the EU towards the High Level Political Forum by 2019.

· CoR members representing local authorities could be invited to report back to COTER on the state of play of implementation in this area in order to provide valuable input from the CoR to the new platform and the management group on the urban dimension the 2030 Agenda.
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